,HolidayTree Care Tips
When a Christnas hee is cut, over half of its weight is water. With proper ctre, you cm
maintain the quality olyou displayed fee md avoid potential holiday home safety hazards.
l.

Displaying hees in water is the most effective way ofmaintaining their freshless
and minimizing needle loss problems.

2.

In selecting a tree, make sure that the "hmdle" at the bottom is long enough to
allow the trunk to fit into you tree stand. Othevise, it will be necessaryto remove
. large brmches near the base, which could ruin its appearance.

3.

Make a fresh cut to remove a ll4" to 1" thick disk ofwood from the base ofthe
trunk before putting the ffee in the stmd. Make the cut perpendiculr to the stem
axis. Don't cut the trunk at an angle, or into a v-shape, which makes it far more difficult to hold the tree in the stand and also reduces the amount of water available to
the hee. Ifyou use a "center pin" stand, make sure the hole is drilled in the stem
after it is tdmed.

4.

Once home, place the tree in water as soon as possible. Most species can go 6-8
hours after cutting the trunk and still take up water Don't bruise the cut surface or
get it dirty.

5.

Ifneeded, trees can be temporarily stored for several days in a cool localionJ,lace
- the frelh,ly cut trmk in a bucka that is kept full of water The hee may need to be
supported to keep it from tipping over

6.

To display the trees indbors, use a stand with m adequatewater holding capacity for
the tree. As a general rule, stands should provide I quart ofwater per inch of
stem diameter. Devices are available that help maintain a constant water level in
the sland.

7.

Make sure your tree stand holds at least I gallon of water. The avmge 6-foot tree
has a 4-inch diameter trunk, and can consume as much as 4 quarts or I gallon of
water per day.

.
8.

Use a stand that fits your tree. Some stmds have circular rings at the top. so the
ring must be large enough for the trunk to go through the hole. Other stands are
open, which may allow a greater range in trunk size. Do not whinle the sides ofthe
trunk down to fit a stand. The outer layers ofwood are the most eflicient in taking
up water and should not be removed.

9.

Keepdisplayedtreesawayfrom soucesofheat (fireplaces,
heaters,heatvents,
directsunlight).Loweringtheroomtemperature
will slowthe dryingprocess,
resultingin lesswaterconsumption
eachday.

10. Checkthe standdaily to makesurethatthe level of waterdoesnot go belowthe
baseoftb€ tr€c.Wltl rary strnds,there can still be wat€r in the standeven
ttor3f |la baa d|l. tr,eeis no longersubmergedin waten
I l. Do mt rE dditirrr in lh water,includingfloral presewatives,
commercialtree
argar,bleach,soft drinks, aspirin,honey,and otherconcocFls.rvaivc.' Dbc+
ti()6.
12. Dispbying tre6 in wuer with propercareis the most effectiveway of maintaining
a tre€'smoisture.

a.-

13. Uselight stringstha;be;;the tll Muk. TheUL Mark on the light stringmeans
UL engineers
havetestedsamplesofthe productfor potentialfire md electricshock
hazards.Light stringswith UUs greenholographiclabelarefor indoorsuseonly;
lightswith UL s redholographiclabelue for eitherindmn or outdmm.
14. Useof minbtur lightswill producemuchles het md reducedryingof thetree.
15. Alwaysinspoctlight setsprior to placingthemon the tree.lfwom, replacewith a
new seL
16. Checkyonr llght stringsto determinethe marimu nrnber of stringsthat
may be connected.For push-inbulbsconnectno nxxe thanthreestrings.
17. Donotoverloadelectricalcircuitsandalwaystumoffdlelighswhenleavingthe
houseor whengoingto bed.
18. Monitor the tree for freshness.After Christmasor if the tre is drv. removeit from
thehouse.
19. Go to
and type in your zip code lo find a recycling progm nearyou.
20.- Neverbum anypartof a Chdstmastreein a woodstoveor fireplace.
For additionalinfomation on the hmdling ald careof Christmastrees,checkout the
following link:

Sponsored by: The Home Safety Council and the
National Christmas Tree Association
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